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DOWNLOADING APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREOF FOR DIGITAL 
BROADCAST RECEIVER 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a digital broadcast receiver, and more 
particularly to a downloading apparatus and a method thereof for a digital broadcast 
receiver, capable of downloading programs of a microcomputer. 

10 

2. Discussion of the background 

Currently, most digital broadcast systems obey a MPEG standard, and a 
MPEGI1 system for broadcasts is divided into sections of a system, a video and an 
audio standard. 

15 Among them, the system standard is to prescribe a time-multiplexed signal 

stream called a transport stream packet. There is a header at a start section 
of the transport stream packet, and packet identifier (PID) numbers are written in the 
header. The PID numbers which provide essential information for inverse 
multiplexing of time-multiplexed signal streams are identifying numbers indicating 

20 whether a current packet is a video, an audio or an additional information packet. 

The video and audio standards for visual and audio signal streams which are 
respectively compressed by the MPEGII system. These signal streams are divided 
by the PIN numbers, and video, audio and additional informations become time- 
multiplexed and transmitted through several transport stream packets. 

25 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a general digital broadcast receiver for a TV. 
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As shown therein, the general digital broadcast receiver is provided with: a 
link unit 100 for detecting and correcting a quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK) 
signal or a quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM) signal, which is inputted through 
an antenna ANT, for thereby outputting a transport signal stream; a system decoder 
5 110 for performing inverse-multiplexing of the transport signal stream from the link 
unit 100, that is for dividing the transport signal stream from the link unit 100 into 
video, audio and additional information signal streams; a video decoder 120 for 
expanding the video signal stream divided by the system decoder 110; an audio 
decoder 140 for expanding the audio signal stream divided by the system decoder 
10 110; an encoder 130 for converting the video signal from the video decoder 120 to 
a luminance signal Y and a chrominance signal C to be displayed on a TV or a 
monitor; a D/A converter 150 for converting the digital audio signal from the audio 
decoder 140 to an analog audio signal; a microcomputer 160 for controlling functions 
of the additional information signal stream separated by the system decoder 1 10 or 
15 additional informations supplied from a user interface 190; a ROM 170 for storing a 
main program for driving the microcomputer 160; a RAM 180 for temporarily storing 
variables for an operation of the microcomputer 160; and a data bus and an address 
bus for receiving and transmitting data and address in each unit. 

FIG. 2 illustrating a map of the ROM 170 in FIG. 1. As shown therein when 
2 0 power is applied to the ROM 170, the main program is instantly processed. 

Now, an operation of the general digital broadcast receiver will be describe 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

The link unit 100 detects and corrects the QPSK or QAM signal from the 
antenna ANT and outputs a resultant transport signal stream to the system decoder 

25 110. 
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The system decoder 110 which receives the transport signal stream detects 
the PID numbers, that is inverse-multiplexing, for thus dividing into the video, audio 
and additional signal streams, and applies the video signal stream to the video 
decoder 120, the audio signal stream to the audio decoder 140 and the additional 
5 information stream to the microcomputer 160, respectively. 

The video decoder 120 expands the video signal stream which is compressed 
by the MPEGII, and the encoder 130 converts the video signal from the video 
decoder 120 to the luminance signal Y and the chrominance signal C to be displayed 
on the TV or the monitor. 
10 While, the audio decoder 140 expands the audio signal stream which is also 

compressed by the MPEGII, and the D/A converter 150 converts the digital audio 
signal supplied from the audio decoder 140 to an analog audio signal. 

The microcomputer 160 performs a control operation in accordance with the 
main program stored in the ROM 170 in order to carry out a function which 
15 corresponds to the additional information signal from the user interface 190 such as 
a remote control, a function key, etc.. Here, the variables which are required for the 
operation of the main program are reserved in the RAM 180 and used whenever 
necessary. 

However, when changing the main program stored in the microcomputer 160 
20 in the digital broadcast receiver of the TV, for example, in a case of updating the 
program to receive any additional function or service, or changing the program due 
to discovery of bug therein, it is required to change the whole ROM in the digital 
broadcast receiver, for thereby giving much trouble to the TV user. 

2 5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



3 



Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a digital broadcast receiver 
that obviates the problem due to the related art. 

A first object of the present invention is to provide a downloading apparatus 
for a digital broadcast receiver and a method thereof for a digital broadcast receiver 
5 that updates a main program of a microcomputer by broadcast. 

A second object of the present invention is to provide a downloading 
apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver and a method thereof for a digital 
broadcast receiver that examines a main program before performing initializing a 
system, for thus a downloading mode is automatically selected when an incomplete 
10 main program is stored. 

A third object of the present invention is to provide a downloading apparatus 
for a digital broadcast receiver and a method thereof for a digital broadcast receiver 
that has a back-up memory for cases where power is off in the process of program 
downloading operation or an abnormal state occurs due to an unstable signal, for 
15 thereby safely performing the program downloading operation. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be set forth in the 
description which follows, and in part will be apparent from the description, or may 
be learned by practice of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the 
invention will be realized and attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the 
20 written description and claims hereof as well as the appended drawings. 

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance with the purpose 
of the present invention, as embodied and broadly described, a downloading 
apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver according to a first embodiment includes; 
a control means for receiving a addition information signal stream when receiving a 
2 5 downloading mode, for thereby controlling a system to be updated with a 
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corresponding program; a first store means for temporarily storing a new program 
which is transmitted during a program downloading operation; and a second store 
means wherein a domain in which a previous program has been stored is updated 
with the new program in accordance with control of the control means. 
5 A downloading method for a digital broadcast receiver applying the apparatus 

according to the first embodiment includes: selecting a downloading mode and 
receiving a new program name to be downloaded; receiving data corresponding to 
the program name; temporarily storing the received new program in a first memory; 
writing '0' in a version byte domain of a second memory wherein a program has 

10 been stored; deleting a main program in a main program domain of the second 
memory; writing the new program which has been temporarily stored in the first 
memory in the main program domain; and writing a version number of the new 
program in the version byte domain. 

In addition, a downloading method for a digital broadcast receiver according 

15 to a second embodiment to achieve the second object of the present invention, 
includes: a first step for recognizing a version byte of a main memory wherein a 
main program is stored when system power is on; a second step for downloading 
a new program by which a downloading mode is automatically selected, when said 
version byte is '0'; and a third step for processing the main program which has been 

20 stored, when said version byte is not '0'. 

Further, in addition to the first embodiment, a downloading apparatus for a 
digital broadcast receiver according to a third embodiment to achieve the third object 
of the present invention further includes a third store means for backing up a new 
main program, and a downloading method thereof further includes backing up a new 

2 5 program for which a downloading has been completed in a third store means. 
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It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the 
following detailed description are exemplary and explanatory and are intended to 
provide and further explanation of the invention as claimed. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are included to provide a further 
understanding of the invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this 
specification, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together with the 
10 description serve to explain the principles of the invention. 

In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional digital broadcast receiver; 
FIG. 2 is a map of a ROM in FIG.1 ; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a digital broadcast receiver according to the 
15 present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a map of a flash memory according to a preferable embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a downloading process of a digital broadcast receiver 
according to a first embodiment of the present invention; and 
20 FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a downloading process of a digital broadcast receiver 

according to a second embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

2 5 Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the 

6 



present invention, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a digital broadcast receiver according to a 
preferable embodiment of the present invention. 
5 As shown therein, a downloading apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver 

according to the present invention includes a microcomputer 260 for controlling an 
overall operation of a system to initialize the system and carry out a bootstrap and 
a downloading processes, a RAM 260 for temporarily storing a new main program 
transmitted from a system decoder 110 in a down mode in accordance with the 
10 control of the microcomputer 260, and a flash memory 270 for storing main, 
bootstrap and downloading programs in accordance with the control of the 
microcomputer 260. 

The elements which are the same as those of the conventional art are 
labelled with the same reference numbers, and the description thereof will be 
15 omitted. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a map construction of the flash memory 270 in FIG. 3, 
provided with four domains storing a bootstrap program A, a downloading program 
B, a main program C and a version byte D. 

Now, a downloading operation of the downloading apparatus for the digital 
20 broadcast receiver according a first embodiment of the present invention will be 
described. 

In FIG. 5, when a system user inputs a key for the downloading operation 
through the user interface 190, the microcomputer 260 recognizes the key input 
(S10) and starts the downloading program B which is stored in the flash memory 
25 270. 
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First, a message is displayed on a screen, instructing the user to input a PID 
number of a new main program to be downloaded (S1 1 ), on the assumption that the 
user knows the PID numbers. 

When the user inputs the PID number of a specific program through the user 
5 interface 190 (S12), the microcomputer 260 temporarily stores packet data, 
corresponding to the input PID number which are transmitted from the system 
decoder 110, in the RAM 280 (S13). 

A version number '0' is written in the version byte domain D of the flash 
memory 270 (S14), and the main program C in the flash memory is removed (S15). 
10 The version number '0' indicates that the main program which has been stored in 
the flash memory 270 is deleted and a new program is downloaded. Thus, when the 
downloading operation is completed, a version number of a new program is written. 

Next, the new main program which has been temporarily stored in the RAM 
280 is written in the main program domain C (S16), and a corresponding version 
15 number thereto is re-written in the version byte domain D (S17). 

Lastly, when the main program is updated, a system initialization is performed 
by which the whole system is reset in accordance with the new main program (S18), 
and then various functions required by the user may be carried out. 

However, when the downloading operation is suspended due to power failure 
2 0 or signal transmission error while deleting the main program C in the flash memory 
270 and re-writing the new program in the downloading process, that is during S14 
to S16, there may occur erroneous program operation since the main program 
which has been stored and the new program is incomplete. FIG. 6 illustrates 

a downloading process of a downloading apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver 
2 5 according to a second embodiment of the present invention in order to make up for 



such problem due to the first embodiment of the present invention. 

When power of a system is on (S20), the microcomputer 260 recognizes a 
version number of the version byte domain D in the flash memory 270 by firstly 
processing the bootstrap program A of the flash memory 270. Specifically, the 
5 microcomputer 260 reads the version byte D indicating the version number of the 
main program (S21), and when the version number is '0', it is determined that the 
main program C of the flash memory 270 has not been completed, and the 
microcomputer 260 performs the downloading program B which has been stored in 
the flash memory 270, for thereby automatically being switched into a downloading 
10 mode without any key input by the user (S23). 

Here, since a downloading operation according to the second embodiment is 
the same as S11 to S18 in the process according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention, the detail description will be omitted. 

Next, that the version number is not '0' after recognizing the version number 
15 (S22) is determined that the main program C stored in the flash memory 270 is 
complete, for thus the microcomputer 260 performs the system initialization in 
accordance with the main program C (S24), for thus various functions required by 
the user may be carried out. 

As described above, the bootstrap and the downloading programs must be 
20 separately stored in the flash memory 270 in order to perform the automatic 
downloading operation according to the second embodiment of the present invention. 

Further, to make provision for the case where an abnormal program is written 
due to various possible situations which may occur during the downloading operation 
of the main program, there is provided a downloading apparatus for a digital 
2 5 broadcast receiver according to a third embodiment of the present invention which 



further includes a second flash memory 300 for backing up the flash memory 270 
wherein the downloading has been completed. 

In a downloading method of a digital broadcast receiver according to the third 
embodiment of the present invention, after the steps S10 to S17 have been carried 
5 out, there is included an additional step wherein the second flash memory 300 backs 
up the new program which has been updated in the flash memory 270. 

Thus, when any abnormal state occurs during the downloading operation, the 
system is rerun and that the version number which is written in the version byte 
domain D of the flash memory 270 is '0' indicates that the main program C stored 
10 in the flash memory 270 is incomplete. Thus, the program which has been backed 
up in the second flash memory 300 is processed, for thereby operating a re- 
download of the new program in accordance with the requirement of the user or 
performing various functions. 

As described above, the downloading apparatus for the digital broadcast 
15 receiver according to the present invention has several advantages. 

First, since it is possible to update a version by receiving the new main 
program of the microcomputer through the broadcast and thus it is possible to 
provide a new version program whenever needed, the user may continuously receive 
new services after purchasing a product. 
20 In addition, according to the invention, the bootstrap operation is firstly 

operated when power is applied, for thus when an incomplete main program is 
stored due to various situations, the downloading mode is automatically selected and 
a new program may be downloaded or a program which has been backed up may 
be processed. 

2 5 It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and 
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variations can be made in the downloading apparatus and a method thereof for the 
digital broadcast receiver of the present invention without departing from the spirit 
or scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cover the 
modifications and variations of this invention provided they come within the scope 
5 of the appended claims and their equivalents. 
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What Is Claimed Is: 



1. A downloading apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver, comprising: 

a signal process means for performing inverse-multiplexing of a supplied 
5 broadcast signal, for thus separating said signal into a video signal stream, an audio 
signal stream and an additional information signal stream, respectively; 

an input means for receiving a downloading mode selected by a user and a 
program name which will be downloaded; 

a control means for receiving said addition information signal stream when 
l o receiving the downloading mode, for thereby controlling a system to be updated with 
a corresponding program; 

a first store means for temporarily storing a new program which is transmitted 
during a program downloading operation; and 

a second store means wherein a domain in which a program has been stored 
15 is updated with the new program in accordance with control of the control means. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a packet identifier (PID) is 
used as said program name to be downloaded. 

20 3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first store means is a 

RAM. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the second store means 
comprises: 

25 a version byte domain wherein a version number of the main program is 
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written; 

a downloading program domain wherein a downloading program is stored in 
order to receive new data; and 

a main program domain wherein the main program is stored. 

5. The apparatus according to either claim 1 or claim 4, wherein the second 
store means is a flash memory. 

6. A downloading method for a digital broadcast receiver, comprising: 
selecting a downloading mode and receiving a new program name to be 

downloaded; 

receiving data corresponding to said program name; 
temporarily storing the received new program in a first memory; 
writing '0' in a version byte domain of a second memory wherein a program 
has been stored; 

deleting a main program in a main program domain of said second memory; 
writing the new program which has been temporarily stored in the first 
memory in the main program domain; and 

writing a version number of the new program in the version byte domain. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein a packet identifier (PID) is used 
as the program name to be downloaded. 

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the first memory is a RAM. 

13 
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9. The method according to claim 6, wherein the second memory is a flash 
memory. 

10. A downloading method for a digital broadcast receiver, comprising: 

a first step for recognizing a version byte of a main memory wherein a main 
program is stored when system power is on; 

a second step for downloading a new program by which a downloading mode 
is automatically selected, when said version byte is '0'; and 

a third step for processing the main program which has been stored, when 
said version byte is not '0'. 

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the second step comprises: 
receiving a new program name to be downloaded; 

receiving data which corresponds to the new program name; 

temporarily storing the received data corresponding to the new program in a 

RAM; 

writing '0' in a version byte domain of the main memory wherein the main 
program has been stored; 

deleting a main program in a main program domain of said main memory; 

writing the new program which has been temporarily stored in the RAM in the 
main program domain of said main memory; and 

writing a version number of the new program in the version byte domain. 

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein a packet identifier (PID) is 
used as the program name to be downloaded. 
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13. The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the main memory comprises: 
a version byte domain wherein a version number of a main program; 

a downloading program domain wherein a downloading program is stored to 
5 receive new data; and 

a main program domain wherein the main program is stored. 

14. The method according to either claim 11 or claim 13, wherein the main 
memory is a flash memory. 

o 

15. A downloading apparatus for a digital broadcast receiver, comprising: 

a signal process means for performing inverse-multiplexing of a supplied 
broadcast signal, for thereby separating said signal into a video signal stream, an 
audio signal stream and an additional information signal stream, respectively; 
5 an input means for receiving a downloading mode selected by a user and a 

program name which will be downloaded; 

a control means for receiving said addition information signal stream when 
receiving the downloading mode, for thereby controlling a system to be updated with 
a corresponding program; 
0 a first store means for temporarily storing a new program which is transmitted 

during a program downloading operation; 

a second store means wherein a domain in which a program has been stored 
is updated with the new program in accordance with control of the control means; 
and 

5 a third store means for backing up the new program for which the 
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downloading operation has been completed. 



16. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein a packet identifier (PID) is used 
as said program name to be downloaded. 

5 

17. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the first store means is a 

RAM. 

18. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the second store means is 
10 a flash memory. 

19. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the third second store 
means is a flash memory. 

15 20. A downloading method for a digital broadcast receiver, comprising: 

selecting a downloading mode and receiving a new program name to be 
downloaded; 

receiving data corresponding to said program name; 
temporarily storing the received new program in a first memory; 
2 0 writing '0' in a version byte domain of a second memory wherein a program 

has been stored; 

deleting a main program in a main program domain of said second memory; 
writing the new program which has been temporarily stored in the first 
memory in the main program domain; 
2 5 writing a version number of the new program in the version byte domain; and 
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backing up the new program for which the downloading has been completed 
in a third memory. 

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein when the program 
5 downloading operation is suspended due to an abnormal situation, after the system 

is rerun, an re-downloading operation is operated by processing the program which 
has been backed up in the third memory. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein the abnormal situation is 
io recognized by which '0' is written in the version byte domain of the second memory. 

23. The method according to claim 20, wherein a PI D is used as the program 
name to be downloaded. 

15 24. The method according to claim 20, wherein the first memory is a RAM. 

25. The method according to claim 20, wherein the second memory is a flash 
memory. 

20 26. The method according to claim 20, wherein the third memory is a flash 

memory. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



The present invention relates to a downloading apparatus and a method thereof 
for a digital broadcast receiver for a digital broadcast receiver that updates a main 
5 program of a microcomputer by broadcast, and examines a main program before 
performing initializing a system, for thus a downloading mode is automatically 
selected when an incomplete main program is stored, and has a back-up memory 
for cases where power is off in the process of program downloading operation or an 
abnormal state occurs due to an unstable signal, for thereby safely performing the 
10 program downloading operation. 
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I Full Name of Second Inventor 

Kuk Ho BAE 


Inventor's Signature / _ 


Date / y 


Residence 

Kumi, Korea 


Citizenship 

Rep. of Korea 


Post Office Address 
I nnnqwnn Vha Apt. 103. 


196-1 


Hvunqkok-Donq, Kumi, Kyunqsai 


igbuk-Do, Korea 


Full Name of Third Inventor 

In Hun KIM 


Inventor's Signature 


/ft 


Residence 
| Daeku, Korea 


Citizenship 
Rep. of Korea 


Post Office Address 


Dona-}' 


u, Daeku, Korea 




Full Name of Fourth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 


Date 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 




Full Name of Fifth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 




Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 






FtSGName of Sixth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 


Date 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 




Fell Name of Seventh Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 


Date 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 




FuJlXame of Eighth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 


Date 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 




Full Name of Ninth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 


Date 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 






Full Name of Tenth Inventor 


Inventor's Signature 




Residence 




Post Office Address 
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